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It was only a day’s trip with fast ponies between Port-
age and Prairie la Crosse. There was much traveling be-
tween the two places during all this great excitement. So
we soon got news of the battle at the Bad Ax [Aug. 2, 1832].

We soon afterwards learned how Black Hawk came to
be made a prisoner. You have explained to me what the
white men have set down in their books about Black
Hawk’s capture. It is not as they say. He was not capt-
ured at the Dells of the Wisconsin River. He never was at
the Dells, in his life. There was no reason for his going
there. Now I shall tell you the story I have always heard
from those who know; it is the way all our people tell it;
itis the true story. During the battle of the Bad Ax, Black
Hawk saw a steamer coming up the river, with white war-
riors on board. Being afraid he would be taken, he turned
back into the woods. He ran away towards the north, in-
tending, I have heard, to go to the Chippewa country. I
do not know whom or how many he took with him. Inever
heard Big Canoe say, as to that. After the Bad Ax battle,
Big Canoe went off on a hunting expedition, up to the
head waters of the La Crosse River,—which we call
Enookwasaneenah; or, the River of the Woman’s Breasts,
because of the pair of sloping bluffs near the mouth. A few
of Big Canoe’s hunters were out one day, when they saw
some Sacs in hiding. The Winnebagoes were afraid, and
hurried back to Big Canoe’s camp. The camp was on the
river, near where is now the white village of Bangor,
below Sparta. The party reported that they thought the
Sacs were Black Hawk and his companions. Nobody in
the camp knew the Sac speech except Big Canoe, who
said, “I will go and see him.” After he got to the place
told of by his young men, Big Canoe saw Black Hawk,
and said to him: “I am a great friend to the whites, and
if you will surrender to me peaceably I will deliver you to
the captain at Prairie du Chien, and you shall not be
harmed.” Black Hawk consented, and went peaceably
along. I never heard of the man named Chatar, who
the white men say was with Big Canoe. Very likely



